boxes were inside a complicated outside boxing. -Each domestic function
was properly box to box.
I could see little sense in this inhibition, this cellular sequestration that
implied ancestors familiar with penal institutions, except for the privacy
of bedrooms on the upper floor. They were perhaps all right as sleeping
boxes. So I declared the whole lower floor as one room, cutting off the
kitchen as a laboratory, putting the servants' sleeping and living quarters
next to the kitchen but semi-detached, on the ground floor. Then I
screened various portions of the big room for certain purposes like dining,
reading, receiving callers.
There were no plans in existence like these at the time. But my clients
were all pushed toward these ideas as helpful to a solution of the vexed
servant problem. Scores of unnecessary doors disappeared and no end of
partition. Both clients and servants liked the new freedom. The house be-
came more free as space and more livable too. Interior spaciousness began
to dawn.
Thus came an end to the cluttered house. Fewer doors; fewer window
holes though much greater window area; windows and doors lowered to
convenient human heights. These changes once made^ the ceilings of the
rooms could be brought down over on to the walls by way of the horizontal
broad bands of plaster on the walls themselves above the windows and
coloured the same as the room-ceilings. This would bring ceiling-surface
and colour down to the very window tops. Ceilings thus expanded by way
of the wall band above the windows gave generous overhead even to
small rooms. The sense of the whole broadened, made plastic by this
means.
Here entered the important new element of plasticity—as I saw it. And
I saw it as indispensable element to the successful use of the machine. The
windows would sometimes be wrapped around the building corners as
inside emphasis of plasticity and to increase the sense of interior space. I
fought for outswinging windows because the casement window associated
house with the out-of-doors gave free openings outward. In other words,
the so-called casement was not only simple but more human in use and
effect. So more natural. If it had not existed I should have invented it.
But it was not used at that time in the United States so I lost many clients
because I insisted upon it. The dient usually wanted the double-hung
(the guillotine window) in use then, although it was neither simple nor
human. It was only expedient. I used it once, in the Winslow house, and
rejected it forever thereafter. Nor at that time did I entirely eliminate
the wooden trim, I did make the 'trim' plastic, that is to say, light and
continuously flowing instead of the prevailing heavy 'cut and butt* car-
penter work. No longer did trim, so-called, look like carpenter work. The
machine could do it all perfectly well as I laid it out, in this search for
quiet. This plastic trim enabled poor workmanship to be concealed. There
was need of that much trim then to conceal much in the way of crafts-
manship because the battle between the machines and the Union had
already begun to demoralize workmen.
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